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JupGiNe 8Y the contents of another col-
umn in to-day's GAZETTE, Poslmaster Gen-
eral Vilas is as sectional 23 any republican
in his State can be, thongh he lacks the can-
dor with which ultra.republicans usually
sxpress their feelings, and the boldnees with
which they evow their actions. How must
the ex-Confederates who prayed and work-
ed for the election of an unsectional admin-

tration, snd whose labor secured it the
vote of every Bouthern State, feel when they
realizs that all of them over thirty-Bve
years of age ure excluded from the postal
seryice, and all over forty-five from any
other faderal service subject to the clvil ser-
vice law, and that even those fow who have
obtained places in the Postoffice Depart-
ment under republican administrations, can
aot now, undera role of that Department, be
promoted ? Will it bsin accordance with
the natural instincts of humau nature for
them to work as hard for the success of the
national democratic ticket in 1883, as they
did in 18842 This i3 a question in the solu-
{ion of which not only Mr. Cleveland, but
every democerat in the country, with com-
mon sense, must be deeply interested.

GovERNOR LEE says the Riddleberger bill
“has recelved no public disapprovel either
by conventions of political parties or by leg-
felatures, so thatit may be said that the
people, without reference to party distine-
tion, are of one mind in their resolution to
uphold aed maintsin it in sl ils integrity
and by all lawful meand® DByt the Gover-
nor alss says, “the decision of the U, 8. Bu-
prems Court is thesuprems law of the lund,
and, if necessary, will be supported by the
President with the strong band of federal
power.” Now, aa the decision referred to,
and which wa3s aonounced subsequent to
the pessage of Lhe Riddleberger bill, practi-
cally renders that bill null and void, and as
that decision is the supreme law of the land,
how the State of Virginia can ‘“‘ophold sud
maintsin the Riddleberger bill in all its in-
tegrity,” is what might bave beeu told be-
fore 1861, T ut cartainly not now.

A BiLL has heen introduced in the legis-
lature to give the consent cf the State tothe
greation of another botel on the government
resarvation st Fortress Monroe, the proper-
ty to be taxed like all property belonging to
the State, The power toimpo<eatax implies
the power to collect it. But how can that
be in the case referrad to when, according
to the Copstitution of the country, Congress
has exclusive jurisdiction over all such ter
ritory as that referred to. The Constitution
does provide, it i+ true, that nothing in it
shall ba couetrued to prejudice the claim of
apy particulur Etate. But can a State have
a claim against territory ceded to the gov
ornment that has arisen since the cession of
that territory by the State to the govern-

ment ?

In THE State Senate yesterday Mr, Rhes,
of Washington county, introduced & resolu-
tion to amend the State constitution so as
to repudiate the State deht unless it be fund-
ed upder the Riddleberger bill. But the
Supreme Court of the Uvited States has
declared that a State cen no more impair
the obligations of a contract by emending a
copstitution thap by passing a bill, With
the U.S. Supreme Court kehind them, there
ia no way by which Virginia can effectually
gettle her debt, except upon terma (bat may
be satisfaclory to ber creditora.

(J0YERNOR LEE says “the platform of the
perty now in power in the State promiced
an acceptance of the debt settlement of
1881-'2.”" But that platform also promised to
leave the further settloment of the debt ques-
tion to the courts, and to abide by the deci-
.#ion thereof, That decision haa been made
by the United Btates Supreme Court, the
highest court in the land, and the obligation
of the Iatter promise, a8 well a3 the inutilily
of opposiog the inevitable, should constrain
the party to act in accordance with that de-
¢lision.

Gov. LEE says he does not ses "how the
prohibition of the federal Constitution—that
no State sball paes aoy law impairiog the
obligation of a contract—can be evaded by
engraftiog a nullifyicg provision upon the
constitution of the State.”” No,nor doeasny
body else. And if a more glaring case of the
impairment of the obligation ofa contract
by = Biate can be found then that contained
ia the Riddleberger bill, it has escaped the
wyes of the moat diligent searchers.

Cor. FuLkersoN has introduced a bill in
the le.islatura to repeal the lacal option
law. As there is as much liquor drunk in
the State now as there was before the local
optlon law passed, and as the State's reve
nue is considerably decreased by that law,
it would te & wise ac’ on the part.of the
leglalature to pass Col. Fulkerson's hill,
amended by a proyision for a high license

The New ‘York Sun issued mn eveuniog
editlon yesterday. It bears the name of the
FErening Sun, aud i3 sold for ooe cent. It
i3 published in the Sun office, but by a sep-
arate staff of editors aod reporters. The.
first number I8 certainly iutereating and en-
tertaioing and very neway. Itshould prove
% success. &

The Bichmond Daily Times will s00n appesr
{ull grown into & first-clasa daily. The Times i3 a
most excellent paper and Cept. McCurty deserves
BRCCeRS.

| [Speeinl Correspondence of the Alexa. (1AZETTE.]

WasmINGToN, D. C., March 18, 1887.
The habeas corpus cases arising in the
Virginia coupon malter, and the appeal of
Mr. W. L. Royall, who was fined for selling
coupons without a license, were argued in
the U. S. Supreme Court to-day. Ex-Gov.
Chamberlain, Gen. Bradley T. Jobnson and
Mr. W. L. Royall appeared for the bond-
holders, and Attorney-General Ayers, for
the Btate.

Tostructions were isaued this morning from
the office of the architect of the Capitol for
the removal of all the buildiogs on East
Capitol street, from First street up to the
Lincoln building, which is occupied by the
congressional library commission,

The mannfacture of 10,020,775 pounds of
artificial buiter was reported for the quarter
ending on the first inst, How much was
not reported is not known.

There are not more than thirty million
three per cent. government bonds outstand-
ing. A call for ten millicn is expected
daily. The whole amount will probably be
called for before the end of June.

The superintendent’s meeting closed last
night. la addition to State Superintendent
Buchanan and city Soperintendent Carne,
city Superintendent Glass, of Lynchburg,
attended on the last dsy. Dr. Buchanan
made some very happy remarks in the dis-
cussion on “The Best Method of State Sa-
perintendence’” in the safternoon, and at
night Senators Blair and Stewart spoke ably
in favor of the Blair bill for assisting the
States in education. A gentleman who has
hitherto favored the bill told the GAZETTE'S
correspondent, however, that they had con-
verted him to the opposite opinien. He
had favored the measure from motives of
expediency, but they had taken such high
grounds tending to centralization that he
was now convinced that cur members of
Congress who oppose the bill are in the
right. He added that a gentleman from &
neighboriog State who sat near bim, and
who is not only a distinguished educator,
but has written ably in advocacy of the bill,
told him that he too, though not actually
opposed to it, had had his faith in it serious:
ly shaken by the speeches of its two advo:
cates that night.

The appointment of Mr. Fisher to be
postmaster at Liberty, Virginia, was the re-
sult of a compromise. Mr, Mosby, & brother
of the Colonel, the old postmaster, whose
time had expired, was recommended by n
large number of the people of the town, and
another popular zeuntleman hed s long list
of signatuses to his application. State Sen-
ator Thurman, of that district, waa the ad-
vocate of one of them, and DMr. Grif-
fin, the defeated candidats for Congrees
there, wes the advocate of the other. And
30 to settle the matter Mr. Fisher, who weas
acceptable to both sides, was recommended
by U. S. Senator Daniel, and wasappointed.

Removals are still in progress at the

office of the public printer, Mr. Ben-
edict's object being to remove the
incompetent republicans there aund to

fill their places with competent demo-
crala, He says, however, that he is ham-
pered greatly by democralic congressmen,
who, while they want to get their friends
places, object to the removal of republicans
heiling from their own Stales.

To-day is the fiftieth anniversary of Pres-
ident Cleveland’s birthday, but there is no
cutward observunce of Lhe event ab
the White House beyoud Lhe presen-
tawion of a number of floral tributes by
personal friends, Mra. Ioyt, the President’s
sister, is a puest at the White Houge,

Joreph Roy, of Wisconein, was (o day
appointed Chiel Clerk of the Post Oflice
Department, vice Thomas I, Nash, res-
igned to accept an appointmant as Geueral
Superintendent of Reilway Mail Service.
A thing of comn:on oocurrance at the Post
(Office Department is the reception of letters
from republican pest masters, askiog that
their long since tendered resignations be ac-
cepted.

Secrelary Iladicott ia expected to return
to this city this evening, but uot to tender
his resignation.

A gontleman from Alexandria conoly,
here lo-day, maysn quiet ennference of the
republicana of that county, was held last
Wednesday night to talk over the matterof
the county election to be held next May,
He says the prevailing spirit seemed to be
in favor of re-electing Messrs. Clezients and
Wybert, the present atlorney and treasurer,
and tknt for the clerkship those prezent
seemad Lo be nbout equally divided between
Mr. Young, the incumbent, and Mr. Jobn-
ston.

At the weekly meeting of the Virgivia Demo-
eratic Association of this eity to be held to-night,
the members of the association will present Mr.
H. L. Biscoe, their president, with a handsome
portrait of himself. The presentation speech wil
be made by Bepresentative Wise, of Richmond.
Judge Goolrick, of Fraderickelburg, will, it isun-
derstood, reply on helalf of Mr. Biscoe.

Ex-Sepator Thurman, of Obio, had & long inter
view so-day with the President, at tho latter's
special request. It was surmised that the Presi-
dent's olject in requesting the interview was one
of three things: to offer Mr, Thurman the Treas-
ury Department, or the chairmanship of the com-
mission to be appointed under the interstate com-
merce bill, or to consult him about the investipa-
tion of-the aifairs of the Pacific Railroad.

As heretofors stated in this correspondence, Mr.
Cooley, of Michigan, & republican, and Messrs.
Morrison, of Illinois, and Brage, of Mississippi,
demoerats, have been appointed members of the
commission created under theinterstate commerce
bill. Gov. Robinson, of Massachusetts, another
rank republican, was also nominated but declined.
The President, however, was not satisfied with
his declination, and sent for him either to recon-
gider it or to recommend another New England re-
pubiican for the place. In response to that som-
mons the Governor is here and was at the White
House this mording.

Some Richmond tobacco manufacturers ara here
to-day to see sbout the distribution of the yearly
contracts for tobscco for the navy. It has only
been of recent date that these contracts were open
to Bouthern manufacturers, the privilege having
until recently been restricted to Northern dealers.

c

The Plot Against the (zar,
LoNpox, Mar, 15.—It is now supposed
that last Sunday’s plot to assassinate the
Czar was nlanned by DegaiefT, alias Jablon-
ski, the famous Nihilist leader, who was the
author of the conspiracy which resulted in
the killing of Lieut.-Celonel Bubikin, Rus-
sian chief of police, 3 years ago. Degaieff
was transporled to Siberia, but it transpired
last October that he had escaped and gone
to Switzarland, Every eflort has been
made to secure Dagaiefi’s arrest for last Sun-
day’s crime, but he bas been able thus far to
completely baflie the police.

. Town 1o be Bombarded.
ZaNziBA®, Mar. 18.—The French have
sect & man of war to bombard the walled
town of Johanna, capital of the Island of
the same name In the channel between
Mozambigue and Madagascar. The reason
given by the French is that the King of
Johanns refused to receive a French reai-

dent at bis capital,
—

RIS,
Death of Mrs. Washburne.
CHICAGO, March 18.—Mrs. Washburn, the
wile of Elihu B. Washburne, ex-U. 8. minis-
ter to France, and mother of city attorney
Hempstead Washburne, died at 7:10 o'clock
this merning at ber rooms at the Tremont

House.

Confedernsies. i
[Wash. Cor. of tha Alex. Gazette, Fih. 15,1887, |
Representative Gibsen, of West Virginia, |

two ago to do what he could toward havivg |
one of his constituents, a mun named Kee- |
nan, a laborer in that department, and who
had worked faithfully for a year in the low-
est place therein, Jpromoted to the pusition
of watchman. Mr. Smith, a republican,
who has control of all such appointments,
asked Mr. Gibson whether the man e de-
sired to have promoted had been a Ugion |

goldier, and when informed that he had not
been, told Mr. Gibson that no such promo-
tion ns he asked for was made in that de-
partment unless in the case of ex-Union sol-
diera, Mr. Gibson expressed surprize at such
arule, and asked for a printed copy of it.
Mr. Smith replied that such a rule had never
been issued in printed form, but that it was
generally understood, and was in cperation
all the same, Mr. Gibson weat immediately
to the room of the Postmaster General, and
telling him what he had heard in Mr.
Smith's room, asked if it wes possible that
such a rule was really enforced. Upon be-
ing given to understapd that it was, he told
Mr. Viles that that rule, of course, shut
out oot only every ex-Confederate but eve
ry Southero man from promotion, and asked
him if he was aware that Southern people
had votes, To this a very unsatisfactery
reply was made, and Mr. Gibson retired
with such grace as was possible under the
circumstances, The above atatement is
made on the suthority of Mr., Gibson him-
self.

[Wash, Cor. Alexandriz Gazette March 7, 1557.]

Postmaster fieneral Vilas beiog asked this
morning if thera was not some mistake about
the statement recently made in this corres-
pondence, on the authority of ex-represent
alive Gibsen, of Wesat Virginia, to the eflect
that a rule wes in operation in the Postol-
fice Department by which no ex-Confader-
ate cculd be promoted in that department,
replizd that one part of it, that siating that
Mr. Bmith was a republican, was incorrect,
s be is a democrat and was sppointed by
bimself, Vilas. Regarding the other part
he said he declined to talk—the inference
naturally being that it was correcl. And
yet Mr. Vilas only achieved his present po
gilion by means of the votes of ex-Coufeder-
ales and their sons, A representative and
senator from Southern States being subse-
quently informed of what Mr. Vilas had
said upon Ltha subject, the former, a Georg-
ian, said he hoped it was not a3 bad as it
appeared ; the latter, a Keatuckian, spid ha
was not at all surprised.

Gazerre OrricE, |
ALEXANDRIA, Va., March 9, 1887, )

How. W, F. Vilas, Postmaster General,

Washington, D, U':

Dear 8ir—I have been informed by ex-
Representative Eustace Gibson, of West
Virginia, that you recently gave bhim to un-
derstand that a rule was in operation in the
Poctoffice Dapartment by which no ex-Con-
federate could be promoted in that Depart-
ment. As the administration was elected
chiefly by the votes of ex-Confederatea and
their sons, and as it was elected with the
understanding that it was to be n national,
and not a sectional sdministration, I am
sure Mr. Gibson must have been mistaken,
and I write to eslk if that be not the case.

Your obedient servant,
EDGAR SNOWDEN.

Qu the 10:h of March the above letter was
returned with the following endorsement:
“You are under & mistake in some way.
But [ bave no time to ioquira whete it lies.

W, F. Vioas"

GAzZETTE OFFICE, |

Alexandrin, Va., March 12, 15887,
Hon. Eustace (Gibson, Huntingtor, W. l'a.
Deanr Sir—In response to a letter in
which I asked Lim it there had uot been
some possible mistake about what you told
the GAZRTTE'S correspounden) concerning a
rule in the Postoflice Department, by which
ex-Confederates cannot be promoted in that
department, Mr. Vilas writes a3 follows:
“You,” [that is, | “are under & mistake in
some way. DBut [ have no time to igquire
whers it lies.” Pleass write and tell me as
goon as possible wherein lies the mistake, if
aoy, to which Mr. Vilas refers. Your che

dient servant, EDGAR SNOWDEN,

HuxTINGTON, W. Va., March 14, 1837,
Edgar Snowden, e8qg.

DEAR Bir: In answer to your letter of
the 12¢h iost. it i3 not necessary to pive
all the conversations that occurred between
Mr. Smith, disbursing clerk of the Postoflice
Department, and Secretary Vilas, and my-
self, in relation to the promotion of Newton
Keenan, Tha report of your correspondent
iu relation to the matter was correct, and
the facts obtained from me.

Keenan had been employed for about
a year a3 laborer in that department, and,
iearning that thera wa3 a vacancy on the
watchman’s roll, I applied to Mr. Smith
for his promotion to that vacancy. Mr.
Smith asked me if he had heen a Union sol-
dier: I told him that Keenan bad not been
in either army. Mr, Smith then told me
that it was a rule in that department that
no such promotion could be made except in
cosa of Union soldiers. I then went to Sec
retary Vilas, explained the matter to bim,
and asked him if it was pnssible that there
wae such a rule in force in bis departorent;
he told me that there was such a rule, and
that such promotiors wero only given to
Union soldiers.

Much other conversation tock place, but
this much is suflicient to answer your on-
quiries.

You can make such usa of this as yon
wish. Very respectiully,

EvstacE GIBSON,
—_————

TaE WEST POINT TERMINAL STOCK.—As
stated in yesterday's GazeTTE Speaker
Stuart introduced in the House of Dele-
gates a bill to make velid the $40,000,000 of
capital stock issued by the directlors of the
West Point Terminal Company, authorized
hy the act of the Legislature of February 21,
1882. The act provides that the capital
stock of the company “may be increased
from time to lime to such emount, and
issue at such price as toe boerd of directors |
may delermine.” Mr. Stuart’s bill sats |
forth that since the passage of said act the |
board of directors have at various (imes |
issued, or cansed to beissued, large amounts |
of capital stock, aggregated $40,000,000, of |
which 35,000,000 was common and 5 000,
000 preferred stock, Soms question baviog
been raised as to Lhe legalily of the issua of
the $40,000,000 of stock, common and pre-
ferred, as above recited, the Legislsture is |
pow asked te set at rest the cootention of
this point. Z !

Being entirely vegetsble, no particolar
care is required while using Dr, Pierce’s
“Pleasant Purgative Pellets.”” They oper-
ate without disturbance to the constitulian,
diet, or occupation. For sick headache,
couslipaticn, impurs blocd, dizz'nass, sour
ernctations from the stomach, bad taste in
mouth, hilions attecks, pein in region of
kidneys, intefoal fever, bloated fesling |
about stomach, rush of hlond to head; take
Dr. Pierce's *'Pellets.” By drugglsta,

LETTER FROM RICIEMOND.
|Special Cor. of the Aleyandrin GATETTE.]

Rromyoxn, V., March 17.—The Sperial|
juint committea sppointed lo investigate |
went to the Postoffice Department a day or | mattars in connection with (he Hampton ! |

Normal and Agriculiurn Tostilute, is in ses-
sion this afternoon disenssing & very clabor-
ale report prapared by & sub committes con-
sisting of Sanator Stubbs, of Gloncester, and |
Delegate Cardwell, of Hanover. The report |
will be submitted to the Gencral Assembly
to morrow. The case, hriefly stated, is this: |
A memotial, signed by sbout two. hundred |
persens, residents of the county of Elizabeth |
City, alleged that the Hampton school was
unfairly competing with the mechanics of
that coucty in ell industrial purauits, &o,
The commitiee from Lhe General Assembly |
made a very carslul investigation ol the|
charges preferred and in their report to-
morrow Lhey will recommeond thmt it will be |
nowize and injudicions to interfare by uoy
legislation with the operations of the school,
which has grown to ba the lar wtitntion
of the kind in the South., The roport will
have some highly complimeniary i
to the great work performed
the school under the goidance of Gen, 8.
Armstrong, who has dona more perhaps for
the education of the colered race than any
other man in the Tpited Siates, end 1 will

iled inn
ttea is

edueatieg the ¢ol
most interesting way, nnd
unanimous in the opinion thas!
Virginia should do all in
to the advancems 3
the matter of educating the colored youths
in the lineof practical industry, so that they
may be better able to work out the problem
of sell-support. Oae very pertinent genience
in Lhe report of the committes i an extract
from the annual report of the principal,
Gen, ‘Armslrong, wio 13 a Northsrn man,
He saya that “what the uvegro needs now is
light more than rights;"” the! the colored
man lakes less interest in politica than for-
merly, and i bent mere in winniag U
fizht io the raes for true cl
The report will say that the ¢
which Lhe school is operaling
and that in the matler of buying and asll-
ine the institation has tra ol thie Hans
its of the charter. DBut still the committee
think it best to let the charter remzio as it
i3 because they have every assurancs in the
sincerity of the managers of thezchosl, swho
will not hereafter do anything that
avoke complaint feom thoss who sign
testimonial to the General Assembly.

Tae road bill for Fuirfnx, iutroduced by
Mr. Thoroe, provides (or the incorporation
of the Beard of Road Comni : i
body corporate. ' provides fo
of road commicsioes on the Hh o
1857, nud every two years therealter, wbo
enteron their duties on July 1st. Road
taxes ars to ba collected by the Yreasurer,
wiio settles his nccounts with the Road
(‘ommissioners in December of each year.
Commissioners are reguired to sea thar all
county roads are 30 fest wide and to keep
the same from all ohstructions,  Sigu boacds
ora to be placed at all croasings, & It is
the same bill, with some alterations, thil
Mr. Phorne introdused ab the lnal session.

B 1% O

ored rae

under
L brosd one,

_— .
Fesislative.
In the Senete yesterduy the Connnitloe
on Courta of Justice was iastrueled to in-
quire and seport what legislation, il any,
can be had, without impairing the cbliga-
tion of contraci=, to allurd temporary relief
to the farmers by stay of procacdings to en-
foree erop liens for advanees of goanp or
other farmers' supplics ; nad for this pur-
pnse Lhe said committce shall have leave Lo
it duriog the session of the Seunie, and il
deamed pdvisable they will report a bill in
furtheranes of the objcets of this resclulion,
Bills were introduced and referred to pun-
ish the fraudulent use of coupons, which
provides that any persou proved to have of-
fered conpons that had formerly been used
or tendered hy any other ¢ shiadl
victed o1 a [clony and ha i
penitentiary for zeb les
providing that ot ef the ¢
receive 3

$2.500, except of ¢
Thirteenth cirenits, whe
This is an focrense in i
The mileage propozed i= Lwent
repeal an act to provide Dir submitting the
question of liguor-license to the qualilied
voters of theseveral counties, corporations
and magiaterial districta, approved Febru
ary 26, 1856 ; to antborize county and city
treasurera in paying jurors, witnessee, and
others to retpin taxes due to the Common-
wealth ; to provide for the recovery hy mo-
tion of taxes due Lhe Comwmponwealth for
the payment of which coupons have heen
lendered, &o., and [or the reliel of the
Ladiea’ Memorial As=scciation ¢f Manss:az

A bill was introduced to incorporate (hie

Frederickaburg and Washington Ruiilroad
company. Thecorperators are 1, D, Cole, |
W, G. White, John R, Taylor, Georgs (. |
Rounds, R. H, Cockerrille, Horolld Snowden
and A. J. Falls. The proposed route of the |
road i3 from Fredericksburg through the
counties of Statlord, Prinee William, Fair-!
fax and county acd city of Alexundria toa |
point on the Potomac river apposite Lthe cily !
of Washingtou. :

Iu the House of Dzlegates biliz were in-
tioduced proposiog to amend the Constiin- |
tion by providing ths! no parden sh:\ll'ucl
granted nor sentence commntted except upon |
the recommendation, in writing, of & bonrd
of pardons, Lo consist of the Lieuteunani-
Governor, Altorney-General, aud Saeretary |
of the Commonwealth, or eny two of them, |
“afrera full kearing, upon due notiee aud in |
open eession, and such recommendation, |
with the resson therefor at length, shall be |
recorded and filed in the office of the Secre- |
tary of the Commonwealth " to suthorize |
constables in cilies and towns of more than |
5,000 inhabitants to appeint deputy consta- |
bles, and to amend an act entitled "*for work-
ing the pablic reeds of Fairfax county.”

The bill amending the charter of the city
of Winchester, nuthorizing it to increase ils
public debt, &a., wes passed, i

Mr. Stuart preserted a petition of eolored
teachers of Alexandria asking o repeal of the
law requiring them to attend the Normal
aond Collegiate lostitute.

—_—— ity —

RIOT AT A BULL-FIGHT.—A special from
Ban Rafael, Mex, says: A bull-fight took
place Wednezday in the presenca of fully
50,000 people, none of whom paid less than
£8 for a zeat or stapding room, The bulls
refused to fight and finally the spectators
burst iulo the ring and muie an indiserimi-
nate attack upon the biils and the fighters
with chairs and other missiles. The troops
wera called upsn and charzed the crowd
with drawn sabers, The perple resisted
the soldiers and larze numbess of the for-
mer, many of them woundel, were arrested,

_Uhes, st nud bemt—Dr. Bull's Cough
Swup.  Hets

“Zome eelines sre to morta’s civen, with
mueh of  arth sod none of heay-r,” as for
exawmple, [ eadache, neuralgia end the like,
One bottw of Salvation Oil tends them

i bence. Ou! le us be joylul,

| al friend of Germany, and advize Lim to

: bas been appointed Bishop of Mexico, and

| Summerville, and were heavier there than

R:

VIRGINIA NEWS.

A buzzard, with a bell sround bis neck,
soared over portions of Stafford on Wednes-
day. .
Abingdon yesterday, Bishop Thomas Bow-
man presiding,

The Washington M. E. Conference mel at |

| ASSOCIATED PRESS DISPATCIES

Michael Roller, of Shenandoah county,|

died last week in the 933 year of his age.
He was a soldier in the war of 1812,

Tlhe stockholders of the Chesapeake and
Qhio Railroad Company met in Richmond
yesterday but no business waa transacted,
wod they adjourned to meet again next
Thursday.

Tnu Febrnary a storeroom near Doom'’s |

Siation, in Avgusta county, was robbed and
vurned, In the store was the postoffice, and
some mail was lost by the fire. Aaron Dor.
vas, colored, has been arrested, charged with
the crime and bas confessed his guilt.

The liur ivspector of Norfolk continues
to find it dificult to collect fees from the
merchauts for inspections of flour, they
iplding the inspection to be unconstitutional
on flour brought from other States. In
every case appeals are taken to the Corpor-
ation Court.

Uhe case of Miles Wilson, colorad, charged
with murder in (he lower part of Nanse
urond eounty in the month of Msreh last,
end who was found guilly at three separate
i1ia's, and who appenled and was granted a
new trinl cach time, came up for the fourth
tiwe vesterday and was given to the jury,
who failed to agree.

It iz renorted that Mesars, Conrad M. and
Michael M, Pope, of Clarke couoty, who are
industrions day laborers at nlastering and
construectora of cisterns, are about to come
inlo possession of about $75,000 each through
the expiralion of a lease of property in New
York made by the ancestor of their wives—
thev havirg married sisters.

8. M. Brophy, esq., formerly of this city,
for Lthe firm of Grifia & Watts, has obtained
a charter from Judge W. G. Roberson, for the
Roanoke Manufactariog Co. The company
propozes to sell lumber, coal, ice and plaster,
and manufacture meal, flour, lime and such
otber heavy material ss it may deem fit.
The capitel stock is to ba not less than
$5,000 nor mors than 50,000

Mr. Jumes M, Wise, a brother of Hon.
Geo, 1D, Wise, and Mr. James N, Dunlap, a
member of the Houze of Dealegates, had a
personal difficulty on Maia atreet, Richmond,
yesterday evening. The tronble grew out
of Mr. Wise's denunciations of Mr. Dunlap.
Bystunders interfered bafore either geotle
man was hurt. Mr, Wise wes arrested and
bailed, and Me, Dunlap will be,

At a caucus of democratic members of the
Legislature Jast night the debt question was
disenssed, and a resolution was offered pro-
posing Lo collect license taxes amounting to
$50 aud less guarterly, instead of yearly.
The objecl of this scheme is to reduce the
installments so low that ceupons cannot be
used. Ths cavcus adjourned till Monday
without taking noy ac'ion on any of ihese
(uestions,

Alr. Oliver J. Schoolerafs is studying at a
school of theology in Heidleberg, Germany,
and, it is reported, has taken orders in Lhe
Episeopal Chureh, and will, when his course
iz completed, return to this country, and,
poszibly, to Virginia. Mr. Schoolcraft was
between 1875 and 1877 one of the most
promizent figures in Richmond society, and
al one tima part proprietor of the old Rich-
mond Faguirer. His first wife was Diss
Mettie Ould, Soon after her death he went
&]\bll'uatl. nnid has gince marvied an Buaglish

auly,

A biil has been introdaced in the House of
Delegates by Mr, Echols, of Augusta, to pun-
ish fulse prolonce in obtaining resistration of
cattle, &c., and to punish giviog false pedi-
arces, In several inatances lately the clubs
throughout the country who are endeavor-
ing to improve the breeding of cattle bave
been imposed upon by parties making talse
representation in getting impure bloed in
the herdbook, and have sold stock without
n true pedigree for thoroughbred, Each
State in the Upion is moving in the matter,
and the cattle men in Virginia are anxious
for o bill of the character mentioned pazsed
At this session.

NEWS OF THE DAY.
_ A eall for $10,000,000 three per cent.
tonds will be made in & few days.

Tie old Legg mill at Bunker Hill, Berke.
%eyt couaty, W. Va., was buroed Saturday
nak.

The funeral of Capt, James B, Eads took
111:139 from Christ Chureh, in St. Lonis, yes-
terday.

Rtev. Park Hall Swest, one of the oldest
minisiers in Washiogton, died on Wednes-
day evening aged seventy-three years,

An eight-inch rifled gun for- the ecruiser
Boston has been fnished at the Washington
navy yard and sent to the proving grounds
al Annapolis,

The I'rench Radieal press is bitter against
M. De Liesseps for calling France the natur-

coutine himselfl in future to canal matters,
~Mr. Robert Garrett, hes given 38,000 to-
rdl the new art musewwn at Princeton
College in addition to the $7,000 contirb-
ated not long apo by Trustee Harrison Gar
pell,

- l-:._-\'-. Wiiliam B, Gordon, rector of St.
Peter's Epizcopel Church, Smyrna, Del.,

will take possession of bis new ses in about
two weeks.

A sugar refinery is to be located near
Baltimore. DMr, Robert Garrett has sub-
seribed for $450,000 worth of stock. Other
prominent Baltimoreans and Bostonians
are intereated in the project.

Lewis Edward Brothers, 27 years of age
son of Dr.-L. P. Drothers, physician, of
Washinglon, committed sunicide gome time
‘.‘«r-dpestluy night by shooting himself in
r%;e r|g1m lgmpﬁe, the bfi" passing entirely
through the brain, and eyidenti i
ineiant death, ¥ eanalog

There were twoslight earthquake tremors
at Chosleston yesterday about nine o’clock
i the morning. They were also felt at

in Charleston altbough no damage wes done
in cither place. Two shocks were felt at
Queinados, near SBagua, Cuba.

The steamship Britizh Prince, from Liver-
ponl, passed the schooner-yacht Coronst
ai V4., on the 14th inst, in lat, 39.55
long. 6412, There was 8 strong breeza, and
the yecht bad all canvas set. The Daunt-
lez2 was sighted one hour later, 12 miles
a:tern of the Coronet.

The Atlanta Constitution saya: The goy-
eroor of Alabama bas appointed Captain A
B. Geriand, jr., of the Montgomery True
Pues. to be adjutant-general of the state
The new adjutant-general is pleasantly re.
membered by many Georgians saa hand-
#owe young! Virginian who married one of
our Romen belles, The eppointment is unij-
N;rlsally_cotm;nenhd[ad.

_Pierre Solidor Mi'on, who was born in |
Nies, Italy, November 19, 1757, nngmwgg

The Legislature,

(Special Dispatch to the Alexandrin Gare

Ricamonp, Va., Mareh 15, —The Houss
was in session only half au hour to.day and
the Senate three quarters of an hour.

Among the bil's introduced ]
incorporate the Fradericksburg St
way Company aud twoto 1
road companies in sonthwes

A resclution, offersd by
Richmond, providing for the appoinimsen
of a committes of threa to ingiire whi
the Richmond and Dansville Railroad Caw
pany has not violated itz charter in remc
ing certain offices to Washington
adopted.

Several bills wera introduced
ate somewhat similar to those intr
yesterday.

The democratic Senators held acaucus this
afterooon to consider the manner of tle
formation of committees,
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Important {rom Richmond.

[Special dispatch to the Alexundris Gazei

Rricmeyoxp, Mareh 18.—XMost of the |
dictions in my last ure either true or rapul
ly coming true. The recommendations |
the Goyernor's message will nll beadopted
save one, that which suggests a commi-<i
to meet the bondhelders and expluin the
Riddleberger bill and the rescuices of the
State. This will nct, in myp judgment, pes;,
as tho members generaily
commission with powers so liwmited could
accomplish. At the same time they think
it would look like wavering in their ndie
rence to the Riddleberger bill, when the,
are practically upanious ic supporting it

I mentioned in a former dispateh that it
would tnke time to determine the fateu!
tho proposed constitutisnal amendment pro.
vidiug that all Riddleberger Louds not fund
ad by the time this ameodwmient is ratilicd
by the pesplo ahall be forever harred. Yo
terday the smendment was introduced 1y
Judge Rhen, senator from Washingio
county, and has developed a surprising
strength which isincrensing hourly.
opinion it will pess before the legisiaturn
adjourus, sod will be overwhelmiogly vu-
dorsed in the Siate, demanded as il iz on all
sides. Such an ameodment does not go to

the Gevernor for his approval.
OCCASIONAL
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Hotel Fire and Loss of Life.
BurrarLo, Murch 15.—A fire was dizeoy
ered nt 3:30 o'clock this morning in the new
Richmond Hotel. The honse contained g
large number of guests aud their heartrend
ingshrieks could plainly be heard, Ladders
wera raised and as many as possible sayved,
A large number of guests were usable lo

effeot their escaps. At 4 o'clock the emire

Richmond Hotel, St. James Hall, and other
Lo

property in the bleck were
speedy destruction, The
burned like a tinder box. The corridor in
the centre of the building asted a5 & groi!
funpel and as the flames streamed upwards
the gunests found themselves Imprisoncd Ly
a2 wall of fire, The cereams of the puvs
could be heard for blocks. At many of the
windows could ke seen frightened gaests in
their night clothes ealling wildly for help
At the third dsor wisdows Lwo o
geen by the crowd to fall |
flames. The number of per
vot exactly known.
cutting off merns of eccape lod ~ome pi-os
to leap for lifs from the windows., 0L
eot down the fire eseapes or on the ledlos
raised by the fire department. Ouo i
mad with terror, leaped from a third siony
window and waas picked up fom il sione
sidewalk a macgled and blesdi
Several who succeaded i ma ;
escape were badly injured end buyned, and
some of these will probably die,
more fortunate, excaped with slizht injul
ies. There wers one hundred end twenty-
five persocs in the hotel. Twenty-two of
these were rescued from the windows b
the firemen. Twenty-two are at the hoespi
tals and a large number made their cseape
by other merns. It isthought that at less
a dozen peraons perished in the flames, The
origin of the fire is not as yet known, Thos
who eseaped from the burning buildivg 4iv
thrilling descriptions of their expesi
In saveral instances guests mada ropes I
bed clothes and by their aid manage:
reach ladders placed on the side of thel
by the firemen. A party of five youny pirls
in one room improvised o ladder from bed
clothing. Four of the party gained ph
of safety by it, but while the fifth was in
act of lowering herself ths line perted sol
she fell to the pavement below. The univt
tunate young woman was tervibly iujurcd.
but she may, it is thought, recover.
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Death of Gen, Sickles’ Father
New YoRrg, Mar. 18.—-Mr, George Sick
les, father of Gen. Dagiel E. Sickles, died
at 12 o'clock last night at his home in New
Rocheile.

——
3 Attempted Uprising.
: VIENNA, March 18 —It was 1
in Vienna that a rising was atlempted 11
Moecow on Bunday, but was suyp
—_—————
I cAx saFELY recommend Ely's (reaw Balm
for the cure of Catarrh, Cold in the Hesd, oit
Eefore I have veed the first bottle 1 pnr
find mysell cured, At times I ronld
smell anything and hud o hesdaolho m st of
time—HENRY LILLy. Agent [ur thc Amer
EIIPI(:?d Co., Geand Huven, Mich. I
ELY's CREAM BALM cured me o
many years' stacdipg—restored 1o
smell. For eolds in the hewl
—K. H.BBERWOOD, National ]
beth, N. J. Easy touse. Heeads.

LOST AND FOUND.
—TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS RE

il
nulrci

pressed,

distingnished bimself in battles under Na-
poleon Bonaparte between 1806 and 1817

died ot Lis home in Philade phia last nlght:
of genernl debility, Milon came to this
country in 1819, and although he resided in |
Nuw York the greater part of the time, he
traveled » ureat deal through the United |
Stules ahu:! Mexico. He earned a livelihood
I+ teschiny foreiga lap and ig, !
He has lived in Phi:adelph?fz?nm mxg‘umc.l

.9;—

8»-"). isoffered for information leading
arrest and ;anvlction ol the party raid
premizes and stealing my bee hives on the
of March 15th. 742 oy

mhl7 1w FRANEKE BHUME

OST —On Sundsy morning, Februs
REI}_ IRIBH BETTER ]Ijt.lgf.'i wallxtl;“;:?
lar and ring around his neck, A liberal rewsr
witl bz paid for his retarn to
WM. E. SMOOT
mrlG-3t Y46 King Streel,
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